Fact file

	Name
	Theophilus Evans 

	Information
	Theophilus Evans (February 1693 – September 11, 1767) was a Welsh clergyman and historian.

Originally from Cardiganshire, Evans served curacies in Brecknockshire and incumbencies in both counties. He is best known for his work Drych y Prif Oesoedd (Mirror of the Early Centuries).

Of more immediate appeal, however, than the scientific work of Lhuyd, was that of Theophilus Evans, dealer in myths and supplier of acceptable history. Evans produced his "Drych y Prif Oesoedd" (Mirror of the First Ages) in 1717, which gave a legendary account of Welsh history that had considerable impact and lasting influence. 
The book recounted the history of the Welsh people all the way from the Tower of Babel up to the death of Prince Llewelyn ap Gruffudd; its success was mainly due to its popularization of some long-standing Welsh myths. One of these was the descent from a grandson of Noah named Gomer. Others followed the tale of Geoffrey of Monmouth concerning the founding of Britain by the Trojan Brutus and the later deceit of Hengest the leader of the Saxons. Ten years after its publication, the renowned English author Daniel Defoe, following a tour of the principality wrote (of the Welsh people):

“They value themselves much on their antiquity, the ancient race of their houses, families and the like, and above all, their ancient heroes . . and, as they believe their country to be the pleasantest and most agreeable in the world so you cannot oblige them more than to make them think that you believe so too.” ("A Tour through the whole island of Britain")

Since so many in Wales were learning to read and write, the influence of Theophilus Evans must have permeated the consciousness of so many of its people.


